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Introduction by LECCJ President Dr Andreas Wohle

It is in times of trouble that the delegates of the member churches of LECCJ met this year for
their consultation in Genoa, Italy from 12 to 16 June. Times of trouble in more than one sense:

The war in Gaza and the violence in the Westbank colours and to a certain degree tends to
define all dialogue between Christians and Jews today. At the same time, we see anti-Semitic
rhetoric and action increase in many of our countries. And within our societies a culture of non-
communication seems to grow among people with differing opinions who don't listen any more
to any argument out of their “bubble”.

This creates a frightening situation for Jewish-Christian dialogue, and for the cohesion of our
societies in general. And it increases the necessity to meet in consultations like the one we
experienced in Genua this year.

First of all, we were welcomed by the Italian Lutheran Church in a heartfelt way, after an enor-
mous amount of preparation work by the local delegate Rev. Dr Jutta Sperber. We are more
than thankful for this!

. Highlights to be mentioned are the Bible studies which again proved the relevance of
our dialogue for the understanding of Biblical texts.

. In the Galata Maritime Museum, we not only understood more about Genoa as city of
seafarers and trade but learned new perspectives about the important history of Joshua Ha
Cohen as well, who also was in Genoa.

. The country reports again demonstrated the importance of our LECCJ network, which
is the only place where inside-information about the state of the Jewish-Christian dialogue in
different countries are brought together.
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. Genoa as a city proved to be a place which carries an enormous treasure of history on
the subject of Jews and Christians living together.

. The LECCJ award was dedicated this year to the Rossing Center, and Ophir Yarden
was present to receive it on behalf of the center and to contribute to our consultation in many
ways. An element which characterizes our “times of trouble” was, that Ophir was later on pre-
vented from travelling back home, because of the Israel/lran military activities.

All together we had a very intensive and fruitful exchange, could welcome some new delegates
from our member churches in our midst and again share experiences, knowledge and friend-
ship in a trust building way.

We looked forward to next year’s consultation which will bring us together in Strasbourg in
France, where, thanks to an invitation of our French member church, we hope to celebrate the
historical moment of 50 years of LECCJ!

We hope and keep on praying for a positive development of the situation in Israel, Gaza and
the Westbank, and we hope for change in the ongoing trend of increasing anti-Semitic events
and rhetoric in our societies.

May God keep us together as God’s people!

Dr Andreas Wéhle
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Program of the Conference in Genoa, June 12" -16%
2025

Thursday, 12th

until afternoon Arrival at Hotel Assarotti, Via Assarotti, 40 ¢

4 p.m. Opening Session
Welcome of the President Rev. Dr Andreas Wohle
Welcome by Rev. Dr Jutta Sperber (Host)
Introduction to the Conference and its theme
Location: Sala Stéhr,
Via Asarotti, 21 a (directly opposite the hotel)

7 p.m. LECCJ Award 2025 followed by a small reception
Theatre hall of the German School

Via Maragliano, 1

Friday, 13th

9a.m. Bible study - Rev. Dr Detlef Gérrig

9:30 a.m. Speaking Truth in Times of Tension
Different Narratives and Irreconcilable Differences
Input by President Dr Andreas Wéhle and PD Mag. Dr
Eleonore Lappin-Eppel

11 a.m. Break

11.20 a.m. How to talk about Israel? Innovative Ways of Sharing
Ophir Yarden, Rossing Center Jerusalem
Moderation: Rev. Prof. Dr Ursula Rudnick

1p.m. Lunch

3 p.m. Guided walking tour of Jewish Genoa

7:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat Service at the Synagogue
Kiddush (invited by the Synagogue)

9 p.m. Dinner

Saturday, 14th
9 a.m. Torah study - Rabbi Dr Alexander Grodensky
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10 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

1p.m.
3 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
Sunday, 15th
7 a.m.

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

3 p.m.

7 p.m.

Monday, 16"

Morning

Break

Alarm, Antisemitism and Anti-Muslim Racism (Islam-
ophobia) — practical exercise

Prof. Dr Ursula Rudnick
Break

Working groups: What unites us? How to work together
in light of differences?

Moderation: Rev. Dr Detlef Gérrig

Lunch break

Country reports | and business meeting
Moderation: Rev. Prof. Dr Ursula Rudnick
Guided visit to Museo del Mare at the Old Harbor

with Information on Joseph ha-Kohen by Rev. Dr Timo-
theus Arndt

Dinner at Eataly, Old Harbor
Havdalah-Ceremony at the Hotel (10:06 p.m.)

Breakfast
Departure from Hotel

Sunday Service at the Protestant Community of Genoa
Rev. Dr Jutta Sperber

followed by meeting with community members and
Lunchbuffet

Country reports |l

Moderation: Rev. Piotr Sztwiertnia

Projects and plans

Moderation: President Dr Andreas Wéhle

Festive closing dinner

Departure after breakfast
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LECCJ Reward for the Rossing Center to Ophir Yarden

Ophir Yarden, Rossing Center Jerusalem

Laudation of Prof. Dr Ursula Rudnick

We honor the Rossing Center for Education and Dialogue with the prize of the Lutheran Euro-
pean Commission of Church and Judaism in 2025. | am delighted that Ophir Yarden has trav-
elled all the way from Jerusalem to receive this prize and to participate in our conference and
to contribute to it.
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Founded in 2004 in Jerusalem, the Rossing Center stands as a unique interreligious organi-
zation, dedicated to building an inclusive society for all religious, ethnic, and national groups
in Israel.

It is named after Daniel Rossing. Daniel Rossing — whom | had the honor to know personally
— devoted himself to interfaith relations in Israel for many decades. He was an expert on the
Christian communities in the Holy Land, and Founder and first Director of the Jerusalem Cen-
ter for Jewish-Christian Relations (JCJCR) — later to become the Rossing Center — in honor of
him and his work.

At the heart of the Rossing Center’s work lies the conviction that peace, understanding, and
respect among Jews, Christians, and Muslims are essential. Through education, dialogue, re-
search, and advocacy the Center combats prejudice, and creates spaces for encounter across
lines of difference.

The Rossing Center’s flagship initiative is the Jerusalem Center for Jewish-Christian Relations
(JCJCR). It organizes conferences, symposia, and educational programs that address both
historical and current issues affecting Jewish-Christian relations. It brings together teachers,
students, clergy, and laypersons, equipping them with knowledge and tools to appreciate each
other’s narratives, traditions, and beliefs.

Ursula Rudnick


https://rossingcenter.org/programs/jcjcr/
https://rossingcenter.org/programs/jcjcr/
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Beyond JCJCR, the Center runs a range of additional programs:

o Dialogue and Identity: A program that fosters curiosity and intercultural communi-
cation among Jewish, Christian, and Muslim schoolchildren in Israel, nurturing respect from a
young age.

o Open House in Ramle: A grassroots hub where residents from diverse backgrounds
co-create shared community life.

o Healing Hatred: An original, research-based model for interreligious dialogue and
spiritual counseling, enabling participants to move beyond trauma and victimhood toward con-
structive engagement and healing.

o Meeting Place: Joint study and dialogue groups for Jewish, Christian and Muslim
students at Hebrew University, cultivating leadership and empathy among future generations.

o Educating for Change: A program that trains educators to facilitate difficult conver-
sations and foster inclusive values in schools.

Each year, over 6,000 individuals participate in the Center’s activities, and it partners with more
than 140 organizations, both local and international.

What makes the Rossing Center’s work unique is its commitment to encounter and transfor-
mation, even in the face of adversity. In recent years, as violence and discrimination against
Christians in the Holy Land have risen, the Center has courageously documented these chal-
lenges, advocating for Christians’ rights.

The Center’s approach is both bottom-up and top-down: it empowers individuals and commu-
nities through grassroots initiatives, while also partnering with institutions, such as the Ministry
of Education and Hebrew University, to effect systemic change. Its programs are grounded in
research, experience, and an understanding to the complexities of life in Israel and Palestine.

Among the many remarkable individuals who contribute to this mission, | would like to highlight
three persons whom | know personally.

Dr. Sarah Bernstein, the executive director. With degrees in in law and mediation, she has
worked over two decades to peacebuilding and interreligious dialogue in Israel. Her leadership
at the Rossing Center has been instrumental in shaping and advancing its mission. Her work
includes educational initiatives, research, and direct engagement with communities, helping to
create spaces where honest conversation and mutual respect can flourish.

Hana Bendcovsky, program director of the JCJCR. She has distinguished herself through her
courageous advocacy for Christian communities in Jerusalem and beyond. She has docu-
mented the rise in attacks on Christians, including spitting, harassment, and damage to prop-
erty, and has brought these issues to the attention of authorities and the public. Her work is
not only about raising awareness but also about encouraging education and dialogue as tools
for change.

We interviewed both of them for our project Voices from Jerusalem, a travelling exhibition.
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And, last, but not least: Ophir Yarden. He is a senior lecturer and director of ADAShA: The
Jerusalem Center for Interreligious Encounter. Ophir has brought together Jews, Christians,
and Muslims, both locally and from around the world, to learn from and with each other. His
work in Christian schools in Jerusalem and Bethlehem, as well as his leadership in numerous
interfaith initiatives, has touched the lives of many students and educators. His commitment to
dialogue and his ability to bridge divides are inspiring. He organized and accompanied an
unforgettable tour through Israel for the board of the International Martin Buber Foundation in
the Fall of 2022.

The Rossing Center’s strength lies in its diverse and dedicated team, each member contrib-
uting their unique perspective and passion. Together, they exemplify what it means to build
bridges in a divided society—one encounter, one conversation, one relationship at a time.

In a region marked by conflict and division, the Center offers a living example of what is pos-
sible when courage, empathy, and vision come together. For its pioneering and innovative
programs, and steadfast dedication to fostering understanding and respect between Jews and
Christians, the Rossing Center for Education and Dialogue is a most deserving recipient of this
prize. May its work continue to inspire, transform, and light the way toward a future of peace
and dignity.

10
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Bible Studies on Book of Numbers 11 by Rabbi Dr Alex-
ander Grodensky

Entrance of the Jewish Synagogue in Genoa
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Beha'alotcha, Num 11 (Revised JPS 2023)

1 The people took to complaining bitterly before GOD. GOD heard and was incensed: a fire of
GOD broke out against them, ravaging the outskirts of the camp.

2 The people cried out to Moses. Moses prayed to GOD, and the fire died down.

4 The riffraff in their midst felt a gluttonous craving; and then the Israelites wept and said, “If
only we had meat to eat!

5 We remember the fish that we used to eat free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the
leeks, the onions, and the garlic.

6 Now our gullets are shriveled. There is nothing at all' Nothing but this manna to look to!”
7 Now the manna was like coriander seed, and in color it was like bdellium.

8 The people would go about and gather it, grind it between millstones or pound it in a mortar,
boil it in a pot, and make it into cakes. It tasted like rich cream.

9 When the dew fell on the camp at night, the manna would fall upon it.

10 Moses heard the people weeping, every clan apart, at the entrance of each tent. GOD was
very angry, and Moses was distressed.

18 And say to the people: Purify yourselves for tomorrow and you shall eat meat, for you have
kept whining before GOD and saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Indeed, we were better off
in Egypt!” GOD will give you meat and you shall eat.

19 You shall eat not one day, not two, not even five days or ten or twenty,

20 but a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you. For
you have rejected GOD who is among you, by whining before [God] and saying, ‘Oh, why did
we ever leave Egypt!”

21 But Moses said, “The people who are with me number six hundred thousand foot soldiers
[alone]; yet You say, ‘I will give them enough meat to eat for a whole month.” 22Could enough
flocks and herds be slaughtered to suffice them? Or could all the fish of the sea be gathered
for them to suffice them?”

23 And GOD answered Moses, “Is there a limit to GOD’s power? You shall soon see whether
what | have said happens to you or not!”

12
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Rabbi Richard L. Rubenstein (1924-2021), After Auschwitz (1966)

1. “After the experiences of our times, we can neither affirm the myth of the omnipotent God
of History nor can we maintain its corollary, the election of Israel. After the death camps, the
doctrine of Israel’s election is in any event a thoroughly distasteful pill to swallow. Jews do not
need these doctrines to remain a religious community.” (p. 69)

2. “How can Jews believe in an omnipotent, beneficent God after Auschwitz? Traditional Jew-
ish theology maintains that God is the ultimate, omnipotent actor in the historical drama. It has
interpreted every major catastrophe in Jewish history as God’s punishment of a sinful Israel. |
fail to see how this position can be maintained without regarding Hitler and the SS as instru-
ments of God’s will. The agony of European Jewry cannot be likened to the testing of Job. To
see any purpose in the death camps, the traditional believer is forced to regard the most de-
monic, antihuman explosion in all history as a meaningful expression of God’s purposes. The
idea is simply too obscene for me to accept.” (p. 153)

3. “God really died at Auschwitz. This does not mean that God is not the beginning and will not
be the end. It does mean that nothing in human choice, decision, value, or meaning can any
longer have vertical reference to transcendent standards. We are alone in a silent, unfeeling
cosmos. Our actions are human actions. Their entailments are human entailments. Morality
and religion can no longer rest upon the conviction that divinely validated norms offer a meas-
ure against which we do and can be judged. (...) What then of Judaism? It is the way we Jews
share our lives in an unfeeling and silent cosmos. It is the flickering candle we have lighted in
the dark to enlighten and to warm us. Somehow it will continue for a very long time because
there will always be some men who will accept and affirm what they were born to be. Ultimately,
as with all things, it will pass away, for omnipotent Nothingness is Lord of All Creation.” (p. 224-
5)

4. “Terms like ‘ground’ and ‘source’ stand in contrast to the terms used for the transcendent
biblical God of history who is known as a supreme king, a father, a creator, a judge, a maker.
When he creates the world, he does so as do males, producing something external to himself.
He remains essentially outside of and judges the creative processes he has initiated. As
ground and source, God creates as does a mother, in and through her own very substance.
As ground of being, God participates in all the joys and sorrows of the drama of creation which
is, at the same time, the deepest expression of the divine life. God’s unchanging unitary life
and that of the cosmos’ ever-changing, dynamic multiplicity ultimately reflect a single unitary
reality.” (p.302)

5. “Ritual is more important today than prayer save as prayer is interwoven with ritual. Our
prayers can no longer be attempts at dialogue with a personal God. They become aspirations
shared in depth by the religious community. As aspiration there is hardly a prayer in the liturgy
of Judaism which has lost its meaning or its power. Worship is the sharing of ultimate concern
by the community before God, the focus of ultimate concern.” (p. 240)

Hans Jonas (1903-1993), The Concept of God after Auschwitz: A Jewish Voice (1987)
(The Journal of Religion, Vol. 67, No. 1 (Jan. 1987), pp. 1-13)

13
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“God’s caring about his creatures (...) this is not an omnipotent God. We argue indeed that, for
the sake of our image of God and our whole relation to the divine, for the sake of any viable
theology, we cannot uphold the time-honored (medieval) doctrine of absolute, unlimited divine
power. (...) From the very concept of power, it follows that omnipotence is a self-contradictory,
self-destructive, indeed, senseless concept. The situation is similar to that of freedom in the
human realm: far from beginning where necessity ends, freedom consists of and lives in putting
itself against necessity. Separated from it, freedom loses its object and becomes as void as
force without resistance. Absolute freedom would be empty freedom that cancels itself out. So,
too, does empty power, and absolute, exclusive power would be just that. Absolute, total power
means power not limited by anything, not even by the mere existence of something other than
the possessor of that power; for the very existence of such another would already constitute a
limitation, and the one would have to annihilate it so as to save its absoluteness. Absolute
power then, in its solitude, has no object on which to act. But as objectless power it is a pow-
erless power, canceling itself out: “all” equals “zero” here. In order for it to act, there must be
something else, and as soon as there is, the one is not all powerful anymore, even though in
any comparison its power may be superior by any degree you please to imagine. The existence
of another object limits the power of the most powerful agent at the same time that it allows it
to be an agent. In brief, power as such is a relational concept and requires relation.” (p. 7-8)

Charles Hartshorne (1897-2000), Omnipotence and Other Theological Mistakes (1984)

“God must in power excel all others (...) The highest conceivable form of power must be the
divine power. Is it the highest ideal of power to rule over puppets who are permitted to think
they make decisions but who are really made by another to do exactly what they do? For
twenty centuries we have had theologians who seem to say yes to this question. (...) Omnipo-
tence as usually conceived is a false or indeed absurd ideal, which in truth limits God, denies
to him any world worth talking about: a world of living, that is to say, significantly decision-
making, agents. It is the tradition which did indeed terribly limit divine power, the power to foster
creativity even in the least of the creatures. (p. 10, 12, 17-18)

Jewish Choir at German School in Genoa

14
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Sermon by Rev. Dr Jutta Sperber

Lutheran Church in Genoa

15
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2 Corinthians 13,11-14:

Finally, Brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and
the God of love and peace shall be with you.

Greet one another with a holy kiss.

All the saints salute you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost,
be with you all. Amen

Jutta Sperber
Dear brothers and sisters,

celebrating the feast of the Trinity is a challenge every year and especially today. | remember
that a couple of years ago, | was correcting what a class, all 13 or 14 years old (the age of
confirmation), had written during an exam on trinitarian theology. It made me think that they
hadn’t understood anything of what | had been talking about during the last lessons. Not only
that: | directly thought that most of them were to be considered heretics. Then | decided not to
go deeper into that, knowing that the Christian theology of the Trinity is relatively complicated,
not only for our brothers and sisters from the other Abrahamitic religions but also for ourselves.

16
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And not only for the youth among us. Who of us who is not a professional theologian did know
that this is the only place in the whole Bible where a set phrase for a blessing is used that is
almost trinitarian? But only almost trinitarian because this set phrase doesn’t follow the order
we know from the Credo of Nicaea whose jubilee we are celebrating this year, and which
always starts with God Father and hence the creation. | don’t know who of us did notice these
details.

Let’s leave it at that, not only because it is complicated but also because our text does speak
about something more up to date but also complicated (or vice versa): peace. In these times
the people | am speaking to mainly desire peace. We are in ltaly, and my family is living in
Germany, so we are speaking only about southern and central Europe. The repercussions of
years of war in Ukraine and in the Middle East can be felt also here but we are still far away.
There is a real danger of escalation, though, and this is enough to make people long for peace.
But at the same time, | can feel a kind of depression: we are too small. We cannot do anything.
May be the new American president, may be the new pope. And then comes the delusion:
peace is too complicated, you don’t stop a war in one day, even if you are the most powerful
person in the world or at least think you are. And the new pope got a polite thank you, but only
after having been told clearly that he was not being considered a solution but part of the prob-
lem, at least for the Ukraine, with a Western part that for centuries has been Catholic (though
keeping the Byzantine rites) and an Eastern part that has been orthodox for a thousand years
and is the cradle of the Russian Orthodox Church. The powerful men of this world as symbols
of hope and as peacemakers? Probably not.

So, let’s go to what the Apostle Paul is writing to the Corinthians, a Christian community with
a series of problems because it united people of very different origins. What are his last words
before concluding his letter?

Paul is an optimist: the God of love and peace shall be with you. But do we search the presence
of God in our life, in our community when we want peace? Maybe | am wrong, but | have got
the impression that we proclaim the presence of God mainly when we want to make war for a
just cause. On the historical level, this is quite clear on a personal level, it seems to be a bit
hidden, but there is always a tendency to make a little war with God on our side when we
consider ours a just cause. Do we really want a God, the God of love or do we want a God of
war for our cause? This is a question we have to ask ourselves all the time.

And if we want the God of love and peace with ourselves, we have to do something. It’s strange
that the Apostle Paul doesn’t start with ,live in peace”. This is not the first but the last impera-
tive, the last step after a series of other steps. Paul, too, does know exactly that peace is
difficult and sometimes (if the other side doesn’t want it at all) even impossible. When we are
in real difficulties, it does not help to say ,live in peace”. It does not help if we do not have the
slightest idea of how to make peace, if we don’t have the force to do so and if, deep inside, we
don’t feel like doing so.

Paul mentions being “of good comfort®. A person that is not of good comfort, i.e. in peace with
him- or herself — how could that person be in peace with others? Did we ever ask ourselves
how we could be ,,of good comfort® in our life, especially in our life with other persons, including
the more complicated ones? Being alone in the world isn’t a solution. And if we are not alone

17
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perfection is no automatism. Any kind of perfection as human beings and especially as Chris-
tians is a process that won'’t finish during our lifetime. The search for perfection in our life as
social beings and as Christians is real work and sometimes also a work that seems to be for
nothing. Do we want to do that? Do we want to be ,of good comfort® thanks to God or do we
prefer to feel offended? A basic rule is: whoever looks back all the time won’t be able to go
forward. And also, being of one mind is more easily reached, in the family as well as in a
religious or political community, when we look into the same direction. And for a common goal
we want to reach we can also live in peace. So, let’s start living for peace, step by step!

Amen

Reverend Jutta Sperber and Rabbi Alexander Grodensky in the Lutheran Church in Genoa

18
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Joseph ha-Cohen in Genoa by Rev. Dr Timotheus Arndt

Visit to the Galata Museum in Genoa with presentation by Timotheus Arndt

Josef ben Joshua ha-Cohen (1496-1577) finished

190 sefer The Book
om'n MaT divre ha-yamim of the Chronicle
NoYX DMy le-malkhe tsarefat of the Kings of France and

Tamn MIvik N2 D1 u-malkhe vet otoman ha- of the Kings of the Dynasty of the Turk Uthman
togar

for the first time and had it printed by Cornelio Edelkind in Sabbioneta in November 1553."

! Yosef ha-Kohen: sefer divre ha-yamim le-malkhe tsarefat u-malkhe vet otoman [ha-togar].

Sabbioneta: Cornelio Edel-Kind, 1554. 656 S. Hebrewbooks gives the date of origin: Venedig 314 =
1554, 656 pages. Although the date Cheshvan 5314 in the colphon, p. 656, is still in the year 1553, for
19
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Joseph is better known for a history of the suffering of the Jews under the title Emek ha-
Bacha/Valley of Tears, last preserved in manuscript in an adaptation from 1575.2

Joseph ben Joshua ha-Cohen refers in his 1554 chronicle to Joseph ben Mattatia ha-Cohen —
Flavius Josephus.

Joseph ben Mattatia wrote a Jewish history for the Greek-speaking world.

Joseph ben Joshua wrote a Mediterranean world history for a Jewish readership.

Joseph writes a Renaissance Hebrew that follows biblical language, in its forms and phrases.
His perspective on the forces at work in history is interesting.

He inscribed his own family history into it.

This is how Joseph introduces himself in the foreword to both the Valley and the Chronicle:

qor Joseph

yuIn' 2 ben Joshua

NN 2 ben Meir

nTIN' 2 ben Judah

yuIn' 2 ben Joshua

nTIn' 2 ben Judah

TTA ben David

nwn 2 ben Mose

100N N of the Priests

TI90 YINN 'O'R”I1AN INX' MUK who left Huete in Spain

the sake of simplicity, the year 1554 can be given as the year of publication — also taking into account
the printing process. later printings: Amsterdam 493 = 1733, 288 p. Lemberg 619 = 1859, 236 p.

A continuation is found in a manuscript in British Museum MS 3656, edited by D. A. Gross, Jerusalem
1955 — incomplete, as notes Hayim Hillel Ben-Sasson: The Reformation in Contemporary Jewish Eyes.
Proceedings of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, IV 12. Preprint. Jerusalem, 1970, p.
44 note 127.

2 Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi: Zachor: Erinnere Dich! Jidische Geschichte und judisches
Gedachtnis. Wagenbachs Taschenbuch. Berlin: Wagenbach, 1996, S. 126f
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You find an english translation by Christian Hermann Friedrich Bialloblotzky 1835/36 in two
volumes:

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.181846

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.181844

the Hebrew edition of Sabbionta

http://permalink.obvsg.at/AC10454639

https://hebrewbooks.orq/52576

accompanied by a German translation,
still waiting for some refinement and a comprehensive introduction®

https://timotheus.arndt.xyz/2025/09/09/ChronikJosef/

Here is a list of paragraphs that might be of interest for the biography and connections
to Genoa:

432-439, 454, 553, 565, 619621, 639f, 840-842, 1015, 1034, 1083f, 1176, 1182f, 1215f,
1233f, 1281, 1313-1317, colophon.

The green bowl, a piece of booty from the 1101 crusade in Genoa, Chronicle p. 57/No. 94(b)
and p. 249/no. 483

Here are some family records of Joseph

1492 his future parents were expelled from Spain (No. 432—439)
1496-12-20 Joseph was born in Avignon, Provence (No. 454)

1501 Jews were expelled from Provence; family moved to Genoa
1514 Expulsion from Genoa, resettlement to Novi Ligure (No. 553)
1518 Joseph married Paloma (No. 565)

1522 Mother Dolca died; daughter Dolca was born (No. 621b)

1524 Jews resettled in Genoa, plague in Italy, Joseph in Lerma (No. 639f)

3 To make it easier to find the passages, I've retained Bialloblotzky's numbering and highlighted
any inconsistencies.
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1533 Judah was born

1538-1550 practiced as a physician in Genoa

1540 Joshua, Joseph's eldest son, drowned near Pieve (No. 1015)
1543 Robbery in Pieve (No. 1083f)

1549 Judah, the other son, died at the age of 17 (No. 1215f)

1550 Jews were expelled from Genoa (No. 1234)

City physician in Voltaggio

signed as Joseph de Sacerdotibus, Hebrew physician

1553 Second part of the chronicle ended

1567 Expulsion decree extended to Voltaggio, Joseph settled in the Duchy of Monferrato
1571 Joseph again in Genoa

after 1577 Joseph died presumably in Genoa

Timotheus Arndt
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Country Reports

Austria by Rev. Roland Werneck and Dr Eleonore Lappin-Eppel

Christlich-judische Beziehungen

Der interkonfessionell und interreligiés ausgerichtete Koordinierungsausschuss fiir christlich-
judische Zusammenarbeit hat seine Angebote im Bildungs- und Veranstaltungsbereich in den
letzten Jahren sukzessiv erweitert. Schwerpunkte sind dsterreichweit Veranstaltungen zum
Gedenken an die Novemberpogrome und zum ,Tag des Judentums® am 17. Januar.
Ein wichtiges Projekt im Bereich der evangelischen Kirche ist die Auseinandersetzung mit
antisemitischen Fenstern, die in einer Wiener Kirche 1970 (!) angebracht wurden. Ein breit
angelegter Diskussionsprozess in der Pfarrgemeinde kam zu dem Ergebnis, dass die Fenster
entfernt werden, aber eine Mahnstelle in der Kirche eingerichtet wird, in der die
Schuldgeschichte der evangelischen Kirche im Zusammenhang mit Antisemitismus
dokumentiert wird.

Zwei evangelische Lehrende an der Universitat Wien — Astrid Schweighofer und Sonja Danner
— haben ein Buch zum Umgang mit dem Thema ,Antisemitismus im Religionsunterricht®
herausgegeben. Der Titel lautet: ,Was geht mich das an?“ Das Buch enthalt
Unterrichtsmaterialien von der Primarstufe bis zur Matura (Abitur). Der Koordi-
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nierungsausschuss hat im Mai 2025 das erste Mal den ,Hillel-Award“ verliehen.
Schiilerarbeiten, die sich mit jidischem Leben in Osterreich und mit dem Einsatz gegen
Antisemitismus befassen, wurden pramiert. Der Hillel-Award sei weit mehr als eine
Auszeichnung flr herausragende wissenschaftliche Leistungen junger Menschen, so der
Vorsitzende des Okumenischen Rates der Kirchen in Osterreich (ORKO) Bischof Petrosyan in
seinem Gruwort: "Er ist ein Zeichen der Hoffnung. Hoffnung darauf, dass unsere Gesellschaft
- gerade durch die nachkommende Generation - achtsamer, gerechter und dialogfahiger wird."
Fir die Kirchen sei die Auseinandersetzung mit judischem Leben nicht nur eine historische
Verpflichtung, sondern ein geistlicher Auftrag. "Die Geschichte der Judenverfolgung und des
Antisemitismus, an der auch christliche Kirchen mit Schuld tragen, verpflichtet uns zu
Wachsamkeit, zu selbstkritischer Erinnerung und zu gelebter Solidaritdt mit jadischen
Gemeinden heute", betonte der ORKO-Vorsitzende. Deshalb sei jede Initiative wie eben auch
der Hillel-Award ein "Moment der Umkehr und der Erneuerung".

Evangelische Kirche in Osterreich

Der derzeitige Bischof der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche in Osterreich Michael Chalupka
geht Ende des Jahres 2025 aus Altersgrinden in den Ruhestand. Die Synode wahlte im Mai
2025 zum ersten Mal eine Frau als Nachfolgerin. Cornelia Richter, geblrtige
Oberdosterreicherin und zurzeit Professorin fir Systematische Theologie und Hermeneutik in
Bonn wurde mit Gberwaltigender Mehrheit im ersten Wahlgang gewahlt und tritt ihr Amt am
1.1.2026 an.

Antisemitismus

Die Antisemitismus-Meldestelle der Israelitischen Kultusgemeinde Wien (IKG) hat im Jahr
2024 deutlich mehr antisemitische Vorfélle registriert als im Jahr zuvor. Laut Jahresbericht
wurden im Vorjahr 1.520 antisemitische Vorfalle in Osterreich registriert.

Gegenuber 2023, das bisher das Rekordjahr markierte (1.147 Meldungen), bedeutet das eine
Zunahme um 32,5 Prozent. Nach dem Massaker der Hamas am 7. Oktober 2023 in Israel sei
eine ,regelrechte Welle an Antisemitismus hereingebrochen®, sagte IKG-Prasident Oskar
Deutsch bei der Vorstellung des Berichtes.

Von den 1.520 im Bericht gemeldeten Vorfallen waren 24 physische Angriffe (2023: 18), 38
Bedrohungen (2023: 18), dartber hinaus gab es 216 Falle von Sachbeschadigung (2023:
149), 616 Falle von Massenzuschriften (2023: 536) und 626 Falle von verletzendem Verhalten
(2023: 426).

Seit Einrichtung der Meldestelle sind die Félle deutlich gestiegen. Im ersten Jahr 2009 waren
es noch 200 gemeldete Vorfalle, 2015 stieg die Zahl mit 465 erstmals auf ber 400 und blieb
bis 2020 auf unter 600. 2021 wurden 965 Falle verzeichnet, 2022 719, bevor die Zahlen nach
dem Hamas-Angriff und der massiven militarischen Reaktion Israels dann in die Hoéhe
schossen.

Betrachtet man den ideologischen Hintergrund der Angriffe, so waren 30,8 Prozent (468 Falle)
nicht zuordenbar. 29,8 Prozent (453 Falle) hatten einen muslimischen Hintergrund, 24,7
Prozent (376) einen linken und 14,7 Prozent (223) einen rechten Hintergrund.
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Den Opfern sei es ,vollig egal, ob der Angreifer ein Nazi oder ein Islamist ist. Ob das mehr von
der einen oder der anderen Seite kommt, ist vollig egal®, sah Prasident Deutsch alle Seiten
gefordert, gegen derartige Vorfalle vorzugehen. Er gehe nicht mehr davon aus, dass man
Antisemitismus komplett beseitigen kdnne, sagte er. ,Aber wir missen ihn auf ein bisschen
ertragliches Mal} reduzieren.®

Der fur den Kampf gegen Antisemitismus zustandige Staatssekretar im Bundeskanzleramt,
Alexander Proll (OVP), kiindigte angesichts der Zahlen einen neuen MaRnahmenplan an. ,Die
Ergebnisse dieses Berichts sind ein dringender Weckruf. Besonders der Anstieg
antisemitischer Vorfalle in Zusammenhang mit Israel ist alarmierend”, so Proll in einem der
APA vorliegenden Statement.

Es sei ,inakzeptabel, dass sich immer mehr Menschen in Osterreich durch die Politik Israels
zu Antisemitismus legitimiert fihlen®. Denn die Position der Bundesregierung sei klar: ,Die
judischen Gemeinden haben in uns einen verlasslichen Partner’, so Proll. ,Eine
entsprechende Adaptierung der Nationalen Strategie ist dringend notwendig“ so Proll. Noch
heuer soll daher ein neuer MalRnahmenplan prasentiert werden.

Politische Entwicklung

Im September 2024 fanden Wahlen zum Parlament statt. Starkste Partei wurde die
rechtspopulistische, zum Teil rechtsextreme FPO mit knapp 29%. Vor der Wahl versprachen
alle anderen Parteien, dass sie mit der FPO keine Koalitionsregierung bilden wirden.
Die Verhandlungen zwischen drei Parteien (OVP — konservativ, SPO — sozialdemokratisch,
Neos — liberal) fiir eine gemeinsame Regierung scheiterten nach drei Monaten. Der OVP-
Bundeskanzler Karl Nehammer trat zurtick. Sein Nachfolger als Parteichef Christian Stocker
fuhrte Verhandlungen mit dem FPO -Vorsitzenden Herbert Kickl, der sich als kommender
»Volkskanzler inszenierte. Als auch diese Verhandlungen scheiterten, einigten sich die drei
Parteien OVP, SPO und Neos schlieBlich in einem zweiten Anlauf und bilden seit Marz 2025
eine Regierung unter Bundeskanzler Stocker. Im Oktober 2024 wurde der FPO-Abgeordnete
Walter Rosenkranz zum 1. Parlamentsprasidenten gewahlt. Es ist Usus, dass die im Parlament
vertretenen  Parteien einen  Abgeordneten der stimmstarksten Partei zum
Parlamentsprasidenten wahlen. Eine gesetzliche Verpflichtung dazu besteht nicht. Dennoch
wurde Rosenkranz, wohl als ,Entschadigung“ daflr, dass die FPO nicht den Kanzler stellen
kann, zum 1. Parlamentsprasidenten gewahlt, das de jure zweithéchste Amt der Republik.
Rosenkranz ist Mitglied einer deutschnationalen Burschenschaft, die schon sehr friih den
»Arierparagraphen® einfiihrte, also Juden ausschloss.

Als Rosenkranz beim Gedenken an die Novemberpogrome einen Kranz beim Mahnmal fur die
Osterreichischen jldischen Opfer des Nationalsozialismus niederlegen wollte, wurde er von
Mitgliedern der judischen Osterreichischen Hochschiler:innen daran gehindert. |hm wird
vorgeworfen, dass er mehrmals ehemalige Nationalsozialisten als ,Leistungstrager*
bezeichnet hat und sich nie mit der antisemitischen Tradition seiner Burschenschaft kritisch
auseinandergesetzt hat. Seine Geisteshaltung zeigt sich auch darin, dass
Parlamentsprasident Walter Rosenkranz Workshops zur Pravention von Antisemitismus an
Volks- und Mittelschulen, die sein Vorganger eingefihrt hatte, aus ,Ersparnisgriinden®
einsparte, wie letzte Woche in der Tageszeitung der Standard berichtet wurde.
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In der jlidischen Gemeinde herrscht weitverbreitete Angst und Verunsicherung wegen des
wachsenden Antisemitismus. So bedenklich die Stimmung in der Gesellschaft aber auch in
vielen Schulen und Hochschulen ist, ist die Situation in Osterreich dennoch besser als in vielen
anderen Landern. Trotz des Anstiegs der antisemitischen Angriffe wird judisches Leben in
Osterreich offen ausgelebt, sind strengglaubige Juden in den StraRRen sichtbar und Synagogen
und judische Veranstaltungen gut besucht. Die Uberwiegende Mehrheit der jludischen
Gemeinschaft steht hinter der israelischen Regierung, Kritik an der Kriegsfuhrung in Gaza ist
von judischer Seite selten. Nichtjudische Kritik wird als antisemitisch qualifiziert. Als
Altbundesprasident Heinz Fischer angesichts der Blockade der Hilfslieferungen in den
Gazastreifen die Osterreichische Regierung aufforderte, dies nicht tatenlos hinzunehmen,
gingen die Wogen unter judischen und nichtjudischen Freund:innen Israels hoch und die Kritik
an Fischer war scharf. Tatsachlich hatte Fischer angedeutet, dass die israelische
Regierungspolitik den Antisemitismus in Osterreich fordere, eine Behauptung, die gerade in
einem Taterland wie Osterreich nicht akzeptabel ist.

France by Evelyne Will-Muller
#Jewish & Christian - closer than you think?!
A Jewish-Christian campaign in Europe

Juifs et Chrétiens: plus proches que tu ne le penses ?

Dissemination of the French version of the European campaign exhibition

Since the launch on 6.12.2023 at the Collectivité européenne d'Alsace, on which | reported in
the 2024 report, the exhibition has circulated in various places in Alsace, in churches but also,
for example, during the European Jewish Heritage Days in the courtyard of the Attic-Syna-
gogue in Traenheim, a small village near Strasbourg with a rich Jewish past, at events such
as the Synod of the Reformed Church of Alsace-Lorraine, meetings of the Reformed consisto-
ries, but also in Moselle, around Thionville and surrounding towns with a great inter-religious
collaboration and further afield in Neuilly (near Paris) where, for the 30th anniversary of the
‘Bible in Neuilly’ association, the committee had a new game made.

2025 ongoing projects and way forward

The exhibition, on display in Mulhouse from 28 April to 16 May 2025, is the result of genuine
interreligious work by Protestants, Catholics and Jews, and has been enriched by religious
objects and educational work.

https://www.protestantsmulhouse.fr/exposition-juifs-et-chretiens

Several school classes have visited the site, giving them the opportunity to discover the
churches and the synagogue.
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The educational work, already well advanced, continues. In Ingwiller, the exhibition was also
presented during the recent unveiling of a plaque in memory of Pastor Emile Brunner, who
during the 2nd World War kept the Torah scrolls safe and protected Jews.

This educational work, particularly targeting lower and upper secondary schools, also takes
into account the presence of Muslim pupils - for example with some introductory games around
the different religions including Islam

Beyond these regional aspects, a national launch is planned in collaboration with the French
Protestant Federation, the Conference of Bishops, the Central Jewish Consistory, and the
Paris City Hall

Efforts underway to have Adélaide Hautval inducted into the Panthéon: a woman com-
mitted to fighting oppression and injustice

Pastor Christian Krieger, President of the French Protestant Federation (FPF), and the Chief
Rabbi of France, Haim Korsia, are calling for the recognition of Adélaide Hautval's commitment
to fighting oppression and injustice, by welcoming her to the Panthéon alongside other great
figures of the Nation.

A woman of action and principles

Born in 1906 in Alsace, Adélaide Hautval, a psychiatric doctor, stood out for her commitment.
In 1942, while attempting to cross the demarcation line, she was arrested and expressed her
outrage at the treatment inflicted on Jews. Declaring publicly that ‘Jews are human beings like
any others’, she was branded a ‘friend of the Jews’ and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and
Ravensbrick.

In the face of barbarism, she demonstrated exemplary moral resistance. Refusing to collabo-
rate in Nazi so-called medical experiments, she preserved her integrity and conscience at the
risk of her life. Her courage and uprightness make her an outstanding figure in the fight against
abuse of power and discrimination.

An inspirational figure for today

80 years after the liberation of the Ravensbriick camp, Adélaide Hautval's struggle is particu-
larly relevant today; advocating for fundamental freedoms and fighting against persecution re-
main of major importance in our society. Her courage reminds us of the importance of remain-
ing faithful to our principles and of remaining human, even in the most adverse circumstances.
Her commitment is a moral compass for current and future generations.

Necessary recognition

The induction of Adélaide Hautval, recognised by Yad Vashem as Righteous Among the Na-
tions in 1965, into the Panthéon would pay tribute to this remarkable figure who, among others,
defended universal values ... The list of supporters and access to the signature are available
on the website www.adelaidehautval.fr
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Influence of the Hamas-Israel conflict
The abovementioned positive news should not obscure a very worrying overall context:

- For the second year in a row, the number of anti-Semitic acts recorded in France has
risen. They rose from 436 in 2022 to 1676 in 2023 and 1570 in 2024. (Ministry of the
Interior) These are often violent acts, targeting individuals throughout the country.

This increase is leading to a climate of insecurity within the Jewish community, even though
the military is present near synagogues.

- Demonstrations in all the major cities every week, with slogans such as ‘Stop Genocide
- Free Palestine’ and Palestinian flags, supported by far-left and communist parties and
organisations. On a political level, the ecologist mayor of Strasbourg decided to twin
her city with the Aida camp, near Bethlehem, creating strong tensions with the Jewish
community, the oldest in France. The twinning of Strasbourg with the Israeli town
Ramat Gan is frozen.

- With regards to universities, there have been blockades by the Palestine Committees
at Sciences Po Paris, with occupations, and in Strasbourg, the Institute of political was
blocked on several occasions, with classes being held by videoconference. Around
thirty students, supported by a few professors, protested against the continued twinning
of the Strasbourg IEP with Reichman University, close to Tel Aviv. In fact, there have
been no exchanges since 7 October 2023 for security reasons.

The police intervened several times at the request of the university president.

The humanitarian consequences of Israel's war against Hamas are creating divisions between
the Lutheran-Reformed and Evangelical churches, and even within the Lutheran-Reformed
churches themselves. Protestants who, without endorsing the Netanyahu government's policy,
defend a balanced Israel-Palestine position and recall Israel's right to defend itself against
Hamas, are in the minority. There is little mention of casualties on both sides — of the hostages
and of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

President Macron's position, which is not always clear, complicates the situation.

Dialogue is becoming increasingly difficult, with confusion between geopolitical analysis, the
political situation and Jewish-Christian dialogue.

- It is difficult, yet imperative, to maintain a dialogue with the Jewish community. This
dialogue is based on contacts between certain leaders, at the level of the French
Protestant Federation, between members and associations for Jewish-Christian dia-
logue. The French Jewish community is in an uncomfortable situation and there were
tensions within it. Some intellectuals called for an end to the war. In a number of cases,
the situation went so far as to call into question the relevance of Jewish-Christian dia-
logue.
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Germany by Rev. Prof. Dr Ursula Rudnick
Antisemitismus in Deutschland

Es gab erneut eine starke Zunahme von Antisemitismus. Die Statistik des
Bundesinnenministeriums verzeichnete 2024 6.236 antisemitische Straftaten — ein Anstieg um
21 % gegenuber 2023. Wahrend 48 % der Taten rechtsextrem motiviert sind, entfallen 31 %
auf "auslandische ldeologie", oft im Kontext des Nahostkonflikts.

Positionierung der EKD gegen Antisemitismus

Nach dem Terrorangriff der Hamas auf Israel am 7. Oktober 2023 und dem darauffolgenden
Anstieg antisemitischer Straftaten in Deutschland hat die EKD ihre Haltung deutlich bekraftigt:
,Christlicher Glaube und Antisemitismus sind unvereinbar® — so ein Beschluss der EKD-
Synode im November 2023. Die EKD erkennt dabei auch die eigene historische Verantwortung
an, da Antijudaismus und Judenhass eine lange und problematische Geschichte innerhalb der
Kirche haben.

Ratsvorsitzende Annette Kurschus und ihre Nachfolgerin Kirsten Fehrs betonen, dass die
Kirchen an der Seite der judischen Gemeinschaft stehen und jludische Menschen in
Deutschland keinen Zweifel daran haben dirfen, dass sie auf die Solidaritat der Kirchen zahlen
kénnen.

Die EKD verurteilt Antisemitismus in allen Formen, unabhangig davon, ob er von rechts, links
oder aus islamistischen Kreisen kommt. Zugleich warnt sie davor, Solidaritat mit Israel und
Empathie fiur die palastinensische Zivilbevolkerung gegeneinander auszuspielen, und tritt
auch antimuslimischen Ressentiments entgegen.

Initiativen gegen Antisemitismus
1. Offentlichkeitsarbeit und Zeichen setzen

Mit der Initiative #kirchegegenantisemitismus stellt die EKD Materialien und Informationen zur
Verfigung, um Gemeinden und Einzelpersonen zu ermutigen, aktiv gegen Antisemitismus
aufzutreten und o6ffentlich Position zu beziehen.

2. Bildungsarbeit und Sensibilisierung

Die EKD und ihre Landeskirchen férdern Bildungsangebote, die Wissen uUber das Judentum
vermitteln und fir die Gefahren antisemitischer Stereotype sensibilisieren. Beispielhaft ist das
Projekt ,In Solidaritat mit der judischen Gemeinschaft — Gemeinsam gegen Antisemitismus*
der Landeskirche Hannovers, das 2025 startete. Kirchengemeinden, die sich aktiv gegen
Antisemitismus engagieren, erhalten finanzielle Unterstitzung und ein Signet als sichtbares
Zeichen ihres Engagements.

3. Biindnisse und gesellschatftliche Allianzen

Die EKD arbeitet mit anderen gesellschaftlichen Akteuren zusammen, etwa mit
Sportverbanden, um gemeinsam gegen Extremismus und Antisemitismus vorzugehen. In
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Hessen wurde beispielsweise eine gemeinsame Erklarung mit Sportverbanden verabschiedet,
in der die Kirchen ihre Solidaritat mit der jidischen Gemeinschaft bekraftigen.

4. Defizite

Studien zeigen, dass es in Gemeinden oft an Sensibilitat und der Bereitschaft mangelt, sich
mit dem Thema Antisemitismus auseinanderzusetzen. Es besteht die Notwendigkeit, diese
Defizite durch flachendeckende Bildungs- und Sensibilisierungsmafllnahmen zu beheben.

Die Folgen des Hamas Angriffs und des Gaza-Kriegs

Die judischen Gemeinden in Deutschland reagierten auf den Gaza-Krieg mit grofer
Betroffenheit, Angst und einer verstarkten Solidaritat mit Israel. Fur viele Mitglieder ist Israel
nicht nur ein Staat, sondern auch ein Symbol fir Sicherheit und Zuflucht — ein ,Plan B, der
durch den Krieg und die Angriffe der Hamas infrage gestellt wird. Viele Judinnen und Juden
haben Freunde und Familie in lIsrael, einige deutsche Staatsblirger waren unter den
Verschleppten und Ermordeten.

Die Bedrohungslage fir judische Gemeinden in Deutschland hat sich durch den Gaza-Krieg
deutlich verscharft. Laut einer Umfrage des Zentralrats der Juden fihlen sich 76 Prozent der
Judinnen und Juden in Deutschland seit dem 7. Oktober 2023 an ihrem Wohnort unsicherer
als zuvor. Besonders betroffen sind Senioren, Familien mit Kindern und Jugendliche. Dennoch
bleibt die Gemeinde flr viele ein Ort der Geborgenheit und des Zusammenhalts — fast 90
Prozent der Befragten geben an, sich in ihren Gemeinden sicher zu fihlen.

Judische Gemeinden verstarkten Sicherheitsvorkehrungen: So gibt es mehr Polizeischutz fur
Synagogen, Gemeindezentren und Rabbiner*innen, wie auch die Empfehlung, keine
sichtbaren judischen Symbole zu tragen.

Dariiber hinaus gibt es psychosoziale Unterstiitzung durch die ZWST fiir Traumatisierte. Altere
Gemeindemitglieder, besonders Uberlebende der Shoah, erleben durch aktuelle
Entwicklungen Retraumatisierungen.

Reaktionen der evangelischen Kirchen auf den Hamas Angriff und den Gaza-Krieg

Die evangelischen Kirchen in Deutschland haben auf die Eskalation des Gaza-Krieges nach
dem Terrorangriff der Hamas am 7. Oktober 2023 mit Stellungnahmen reagiert. Die
Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKD) und ihre Landeskirchen betonen dabei sowohl das
Recht Israels auf Selbstverteidigung als auch die Notwendigkeit, das Leid der Zivilbevolkerung
in Gaza und Israel zu thematisieren.

Die EKD-Ratsvorsitzende Kirsten Fehrs forderte am 26. Mai 2025 ein sofortiges Ende der
Gewalt im Gazastreifen, die Freilassung der israelischen Geiseln sowie ein Ende des
Beschusses und der Vertreibung der Zivilbevdlkerung. Sie betont, dass die
»,menschengemachte Katastrophe“ beendet werden muisse und ruft dazu auf, das humanitare
Vélkerrecht zu achten und Hilfsgiter zuzulassen. Die Prasidentin der Diakonie
Katastrophenhilfe, Dagmar Pruin, beschrieb die Situation in Gaza als humanitare Katastrophe,
in der Hunger, Gewalt und Verletzungen des Volkerrechts allgegenwartig seien. Die Kirchen
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warnen vor einer weiteren Eskalation des Konflikts und fordern die Einhaltung des
Vélkerrechts sowie die Achtung der Menschenrechte fiir alle Menschen in der Region.

Kritik aus der jiidischen Community an der evangelischen Kirche
1. Relativierung des Terrorangriffs der Hamas

Judische Gemeinden und Organisationen kritisieren, dass kirchliche Stellungnahmen oft das
Leid der palastinensischen Zivilbevoélkerung in den Vordergrund riicken, ohne den Terror der
Hamas am 7. Oktober 2023 deutlich und konsequent zu verurteilen. Viele jidische Stimmen
empfinden es als problematisch, wenn kirchliche Erklarungen die militdrische Reaktion Israels
mit dem urspringlichen Terrorangriff gleichsetzen oder relativieren. Das ,Ja, aber® in
kirchlichen Stellungnahmen, also die Betonung von Solidaritdt mit Israel, verbunden mit
sofortiger Kritik an der israelischen Kriegsfuhrung, ist eine Relativierung des Terrorakts und
wird als verharmlosend empfunden.

2. Fehlende Differenzierung zwischen Tétern und Opfern

Kritisiert wird, dass die evangelischen Kirchen in ihrer Bemihung um Ausgewogenheit oft nicht
klar genug zwischen den Tatern (Hamas) und den Opfern (israelische Zivilbevolkerung und
Geiseln) unterscheiden. Die judische Gemeinschaft erwartet von den Kirchen eine klare
Positionierung gegen jede Form von Terror und Antisemitismus, unabhangig von der
politischen Lage im Nahen Osten.

3. Mangelnde Sensibilitét fiir die Angste der jidischen Gemeinschaft

Die massive Zunahme antisemitischer Vorfalle und die Unsicherheit vieler Jidinnen und Juden
im Alltag werden aus ihrer Sicht zu wenig thematisiert. Stattdessen konzentrieren sich
kirchliche Stellungnahmen oft auf das Leid der palastinensischen Zivilbevolkerung, ohne die
Verantwortung der Kirchen gegentber der judischen Gemeinschaft in Deutschland zu
betonen.

4. Kritik an der Haltung zu BDS und Delegitimierung Israels

Judische Organisationen kritisieren, dass die evangelischen Kirchen in der Vergangenheit zu
wenig Distanz zu Bewegungen wie BDS (Boykott, Desinvestitionen und Sanktionen) gezeigt
haben. Zwar distanziert sich die EKD mittlerweile von BDS, doch wird bemangelt, dass die
Kirchen die antisemitischen Motive und die Delegitimierung Israels, die mit solchen
Kampagnen einhergehen, nicht immer klar benennen. Die jidische Gemeinschaft fordert eine
noch entschiedenere Abgrenzung von jeder Form der Delegitimierung des Staates Israel.

Insgesamt sehen jludische Stimmen die evangelischen Kirchen in der Pflicht, klarer und
entschiedener gegen Antisemitismus und Terrorismus Stellung zu beziehen. Sie erwarten,
dass die Kirchen das Leid der israelischen Opfer des Terrorangriffs nicht relativieren und die
besondere Schutzbedlrftigkeit der judischen Gemeinden in Deutschland starker in den
Mittelpunkt ricken. Die Kritik richtet sich dabei nicht gegen Mitgefiihl fir die palastinensische
Zivilbevolkerung, sondern gegen eine Haltung, die aus falsch verstandener Ausgewogenheit
die Opfer des Terrors und die Bedrohungslage fur Juden in Deutschland aus dem Blick verliert.
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Hungary by Rev. Dr Lilla Molnar

In Hungary Lutherans make only less than 2% (1,8%) of the population, the Jewish community
is even smaller, around 1% - according to the statistics of 2022.

Related to Jewish-Lutheran relationship the biggest concern might be, on the one hand, indif-
ference and on the other hand the lack of information, knowledge and proper language.

The relationship between the two communities is shaping more on a personal level - for now.
At a broader institutional level, the Christian Jewish Council is the official consultative body of
representatives of Christian churches and Jewish religious organizations in Hungary.

Publication

Recently, Jewish-Lutheran relations have come under greater scrutiny due to some unfortu-
nate phrasing of a sermon at the commemoration of the destruction of the Temple and Jeru-
salem. The Lutheran Church has recognized the need for learning and leading discussions
about our relationship with our Jewish neighbors. The Hungarian translation of the LWF publi-
cation 'Hope for the Future' is an important step in this process. We hope that this study book
will inspire and guide discussions within the Lutheran Church, as well as dialogue with our
Jewish partners.

Education

At our Lutheran Theological University, we have an ongoing personal partnership with Rabbi
Dr Peter Radvanszki, a regular guest at our institution. He has already served on the Doctoral
Examining Committee, and this semester he has delivered presentations and led a course with
Dr Gyodngyi Varga, Chair of the Old Testament Department, who has also represented our
church at LECCJ conferences in previous years.

Dr. Gybngyi Varga has led several projects and built Jewish-Lutheran partnerships over a long
period of time, and this is a legacy worth joining. At our university it is a task for the future to
provide platform and opportunities for theology students for encounter with Jewish communi-
ties, to build personal relationships, to get to know each other. Our hope that the relationships
that have already been built at a personal level will extend to smaller community or group
levels, and even to a more active congregational or church level one day.

Italy by Rev. Dr Jutta Sperber

As ltaly has been hosting the LECCJ-conference at Genoa in mid-June 2025, this is a very
special report, not only reporting on what has occurred during the last year but showing also
how this intertwined with the theme of the conference and the actual situation in Genoa as a
city and in the Chiesa Evangelica Luterana in Italia (CELI) as such.
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Chief Rabbi Giuseppe Momigliano, Genoa

The state of affairs in Hebrew-Christian dialogue differs widely in various communities of the
CELI, from practically not existent due to a lack of partners or their unwillingness to dialogue
with the small Lutheran community (as in Milan) to having a long tradition as in the community
of Venice. A very positive development can be noticed at Meran due to the idea of the pastor
there to commemorate October 7th with the rabbi. As a whole, October 7th and the last Gaza
war afflicted the dialogue, which was also the theme of the LECCJ conference and its special
statement. This can clearly be seen in the statements sent by the community of Trieste and
still more by the one of Venice, who both have a tradition of Hebrew-Christian dialogue. Espe-
cially the very elaborate report received from Venice speaks about the difficulties encountered
there after a tradition of more than 35 years of dialogue, starting with the difficulty to find words
for all that has been happening since (in all its complexity) and mentioning the comeback of
also theological antisemitism. It expressly needed courage to continue to dialogue, going back
to the important persons of early Hebrew-Christian dialogue in Italy.
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The dialogue situation in Genoa, also with regard to the city as a whole, is signed by the fact
that the synagogue discretely points to the role of Sephardic and oriental Jews and their history
and culture, many of them finishing up in Italy after the expulsions starting in 1948 and finishing
a century-old conviviality that of course had never been without problems for the Jewish mi-
nority in different countries of the Middle East.

The LECCJ conference for sure gave an impulse to Jewish-Christian dialogue here at Genoa,
bringing out the best of Genoa’s hospitality for the guests, starting with the German School
that hosted the premiation ceremony for the representative of the Rossing Centre in Jerusa-
lem, to the Hebrew choir singing for that occasion, to the numerous guests that also included
the rabbi. Providing food that can be considered kosher or preparing for a Jewish walking tour
of Genoa was not easy but, in the end, everybody was happy to be able to contribute to the
success and the group felt very welcome. Hospitality extended also to gabalat-shabbat-service
and kiddush at the synagogue and to Sunday service at Genoa Nervi. Both communities felt
very honoured to have the LECCJ group as a guest and especially at the synagogue it could
be felt that it was a very special occasion having such a large group of visitors knowing Jewish
liturgy and in part even being rabbinical colleagues.

And | guess that the thought brought up by Ophir Yarden in his speech to thank for the LECCJ
price that we should work more on the perception of majority and minority - not only in reality
but also in mind (after reality has changed) in order to capture the problems for them and
possibly solving them better - might apply not only to the Middle East but also to Italy.
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The Netherlands by Rev. Dr Andreas Wohle

Again, and ongoing the brutal war following the massive terror attack of Hamas of Oct 7/23
has been coloring the relations between Christians and Jews and the existential life-reflection
of Jews in the Netherlands.

While Jews had felt relatively “safe” in the Netherlands for quite some time, increasing Pro-
Palestinian demonstrations (inspired and sparked by the US university movements which then
influenced Dutch university communities) have given momentum to a latent and open anti-
Jewish sentiment spreading to more common layers of society. Jews feel much more threat-
ened today than they have for a long time.

Jewish family discussions about ,where to go when things turn ugly and make life unlivable “,
are taking place frequently today.

A friendly soccer competition between Maccabi Tel Aviv and Ajax Amsterdam in Amsterdam
sparked brutalities and provocation from both sides, resulting in broad news covering. After a
first wave of solidarity among society at large with Jews who had to “run for safety” in the city
of Amsterdam, - later information revealed provocations too from the side of Maccabi support-
ers and their accompaniers.

Public perspective then, fueled increasingly by the ongoing devastation of Gaza by the Israeli
military campaign, changed strongly, - resulting in a situation where today the Dutch govern-
ment stands more and more critical with regard to Israel as a country and the Israeli govern-
ment.

So do people in society — and they rarely differentiate between Jews, Israelis in general and
Israeli government and military politics, neither do they take note of the presence of “different
voices” inside the Jewish community.

The perception of Israeli government policy towards Gaza tend more and more to identify this
as “genocidal” and use this terminology more and more publicly today.

All of this has influenced and puzzled and threatened groups engaged positively in Jewish
Christian relationship.

The positive approaches represented in as well in the LWF document ,Hope for the Future®
(which was presented in a printed Dutch translation to the General Synod of the Protestant
Church and distributed among all Lutheran parishes for discussion and information) and the
approaches presented in the General Synod report , Your Kingdom Come - As pilgrims on the
road with Jews and Palestinian Christians” seem meanwhile as if coming from a different uni-
verse and time.

Even deeply rooted relationships among participants in the J/C network have come under
pressure, and communication becomes increasingly difficult.
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Poland by Piotr Sztwiertnia

Church/religious activity:

Important topics from the Lutheran perspective were the traditionally organized Days of Juda-
ism in various cities and parishes, and Israel Sunday — the 10th Sunday after the Feast of the
Holy Trinity. Parishes organized meetings with representatives of the Jewish community on
the occasion of Easter and Passover, which served to get to know each other better and
broaden horizons.

Representatives of the Evangelical Church of Augsburg Confession in Poland took part in the
celebrations of the 80th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp. Bishop Adrian Korczago recited a prayer from Psalm 42. As part of the cooperation with
the Auschwitz Museum, a group of interested people, together with deputy director Andrzej
Kacorzyk, visited the areas that once belonged to the Auschwitz sub-camp — Golleschau.

Emotions are growing in the context of the Roman Catholic Church and the ties of some of the
candidates for President of Poland with the Church. Cardinal Grzegorz Rys referred to a con-
versation with Chief Rabbi Michael Schudrich, who informed him about the banners which the
presidential candidate, MEP Grzegorz Braun had placed in one of a Polish city. They bore the
slogan "Hanukkah or Christmas? Europe, it's your choice." Cardinal Ry$ said: “I saw this ban-
ner, it is anti-human, anti-European. | don't know if it is anti-Semitic, but it is definitely anti-
Christian. And we need to speak about it very strongly. If someone once again puts up such
an "alternative" in Europe, they are doing something that is in many ways unacceptable”, em-
phasizing that contrasting Judaism and Christianity is contrary to the teaching of the Church.
MEP Grzegorz Braun obtained over a million votes in the presidential election, and in the sec-
ond round he supported the elected president, Karol Nawrocki.

Socio-political context:

In Poland, we can observe an intensification of discussions and disputes concerning the issue
of the state of Israel, as well as topics related to the extermination of Jews during World War
II. For example:

In December 2024, one of the largest Polish dailies, "Gazeta Wyborcza", published an appeal
for equal standards in the application of international law (Israel/Palestine). The appeal was
widely echoed in public discussion. The POLIN Museum criticized it, pointing out an extremely
inappropriate and one-sided approach to the subject. “We consider the instrumental treatment
of the Holocaust to be morally unacceptable above all. The language codes and Edelman's
name woven into the content of the appeal clearly suggest that today the Israelis have become
Nazis, and the inhabitants of Gaza — prisoners of the ghetto. Without belittling their suffering
in the slightest, we cannot agree to such comparisons” — the statement reads.

On May 21, 2025, the headquarters of the Jewish Religious Community in Bielsko-Biata and
the branch of the Social and Cultural Association of Jews in Poland were invaded by people
with Palestinian flags during the celebrations and disrupted a concert to celebrate the 77th
anniversary of the establishment of the state of Israel. The police intervened on site. The
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instigators of the incident were people from leftist circles, including Magdalena Madzia, an
activist of the leftist party Razem.

"We are deeply shocked by yesterday's intrusion for the purpose of carrying out a political
demonstration, not only into our headquarters but also into a place of religious worship, which
is our synagogue in Bielsko. Such a situation did not take place even during the period of the
Polish People's Republic, and the last such uninvited event was the entry of Nazi troops into
the synagogue - ending with its burning and blowing up with explosives. The provoked situation
is all the more outrageous because it took place in the presence of Holocaust survivors, as
well as people with special needs (hypersensitive and neurodiverse), who came to the event
as part of therapy, treating our headquarters as a place of peace and quiet. The incident took
place against the background of a historic parochet — a gift from women, the only surviving
memento from the war, coming from the no longer existing Maharshal synagogue in Lublin,
turned by the Nazis into a gathering point from which transports to the extermination camp in
Belzec were formed" the organizers wrote.

In Jedwabne, on the occasion of the 83rd anniversary of the crime committed against Jews by
their Polish neighbors, counter-celebrations were held, organized by far-right circles, which are
seeking to have their own monument erected there, which will permanently "commemorate the
truth about the events in Jedwabne" — the "truth" indicating that Poles were not guilty of this
crime. Once again, right-wing circles are trying to write an alternative version of history.

On February 18, 2025, Marian Turski died, an authority of global importance, an advocate of
Polish-Jewish understanding, a publicist, and a historian. A Polish Jew, a prisoner of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp, co-founder of the POLIN Museum of Polish Jews, known for his
famous speech on the 11th commandment, "Do not be indifferent".

Romania by Istvan Jakab

The purpose of this report is to determine whether there has been any more anti-Semitic man-
ifestations in Romania in the past few years. To make matters short, the answer is clear as the
sky: yes. Instead of making progress in a positive way, unfortunately, the situation has got
worse, regarding the general public and the media, 85% of the anti-Semitic content appearing
online, in the form of comments, on social media, as well as on various websites.

Therefore, | present three categories of anti-Semitic manifestations:

1. Vandalism: the desecration of Jewish symbols, such as Nazi symbols and slogans painted
on the walls of synagogues (Timisoara, Bucharest, lasi, Cluj, etc.)

2. Extremist political figures, such as Diana Sosoaca, George Simion, Calin Georgescu, are
famous, or rather infamous for their anti-Semitic manifestations of far-right, ultra-nationalist
Hungarians and Jew-haters. The political figures mentioned above openly deny the Holocaust
and glorify the Legionnaires' movement, as well as include anti-Semitic and malicious mes-
sages in their speeches and in the Parliament, too. Moreover, similar hostile messages are
found on their social media accounts as well. For instance, we witnessed Sosoaca being
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escorted out of her seat in the European Parliament, for heckling. And although this incident
was not due to her explicitly anti-Semitic rhetoric, she speaks in a similar way about the Jews.

One could contend that there has been some improvement regarding anti-Semitic campaign,
according to the Elie Wiesel Institute report, anti-Semitic manifestations are reported to have
increased, and the response of the authorities to these matters has rather been insufficient.
As an example, nearly 100 cases of anti-Semitic manifestations were registered last year, but
only 1 or 2 of these resulted in court cases. This trend continued to the year 2025, when none
of the complaints lodged by the Elie Wiesel Institute reached court.

On a positive note, in 2024, the Romanian government adopted the National Strategy for the
Prevention and Combating of Anti-Semitism, Xenophobia, Radicalisation and Hate Speech
2024-2027. In addition, the Mihnea Constantinescu Ambassador Award, created to recognise
outstanding achievements in the fight against anti-Semitism and hate speech, was established.

3. The most worrying phenomenon is the spread of far-right propaganda. The bombshell that
shook not only Europe, but the whole world, was last year's presidential elections in Romania:
editorials claimed everywhere that Calin Georgescu had caused a political earthquake by win-
ning first place with only 23% of the votes. Although the Supreme Court annulled the presiden-
tial election due to external pressure, this meant a complete failure of the rule of law (unfortu-
nately, this is true even if it is denied): it was an emergency, a necessity. The situation, how-
ever, was no better during the second round, with the other extremist, George Simion, receiv-
ing twice as many votes (40.33%) as his predecessor (C. Georgescu). Furthermore, the polit-
ical earthquake continued: the ruling party's candidate (Crin Antonescu) did not even come
second: he came third, which meant the fall of the government.

There was chaos in Romania before, but now it is as if all hell had broken loose. Many people
who lived close to the border considered simply leaving the country. Fortunately, the second
runner-up (Nicusor Daniel Dan) turned the tide: not only did he double his first-round score
(20.82%), but he also reached more than 50% of the votes (563.60%). As a Hungarian from
Transylvania — although | usually avoid the use of the word proud, because we have nothing
to boast about — | am still proud of my fellow Hungarians, because we, Hungarians, made the
difference between extremism and normality. The winner acknowledged this in his acceptance
speech, when he said: "Hungarians from Transylvania, | thank you with gratitude for voting for
the lesser evil, umpteenth in the last 30 years”.

The reason to emphasize the latter above all the other news is that there is a great sense of
responsibility and discontent, which always tends to spill over into extremism. In Romania, we
have a specific, exceptional situation, almost unique in Europe: hatred of Hungarians also
means hatred of Jews, and vice versa. Whoever hates Hungarians also hates the Jews. But
the hatred of Hungarians is greater because we outnumber the Jews, but that does not change
the fact that those who hate us hate Jewish people just as much. And the scale is alarming,
since an extremist, fanatical, jingoistic inconsiderate got 46.40% of the votes, and the danger
lingers with the victory of the other candidate.

Unfortunately, we cannot look forward to great prospects: Romania's debt exceeded 1 trillion
euros when the last loan was taken out, the treasury having only 3 billion euros now, which, at
today's budget rate, will only be enough until this year’s October... What will happen after that

38



Lutheran European Commission on the Church and the Jewish People — Annual Report 2025

remains unknown. We have no exports, no production, the political turmoil of the past period
has driven most investors away...

It is feared that the extremist voices will sooner or later escalate to a level of violence with
unforeseeable consequences. If the idea of progress and improvement is not due, God, help
us in the next election! But let your will be done...

Guided tour in Genoa

Slovakia by Dr Bohdan Hrobon

Traditional festivals of Jewish culture were held in various Slovak cities In September 2024
(“Shalom Chaverim”). These festivals are organized by Central Union of Jewish Religious
Communities in Slovakia. (Only 4000 people registered themselves as Jews in Slovakia to-
day.) The town councils and local churches support and participate in these events, demon-
strating good relationships between these entities.

When it comes to church initiative, Roman Catholic seems to be the most active in building
Jewish-Christian relationships. (In Slovakia, it is about ten times bigger than Lutheran Church.)
It organizes an annual event "From Synagogue to Church", an initiative that explores Jewish
heritage and promotes interfaith dialogue. This event involves visiting synagogues and
churches, as well as museums, and engaging with the Slovak Jewish Heritage Route. (The
Slovak Jewish Heritage Route highlights the rich history of Slovakia's Jewish communities and
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the significance of Jewish heritage sites.) Through the Theological Faculty at University of
Trnava along with Jewish Cultural Institute in Bratislava and Philosophical Faculty of University
in KoSice, they run annual summer school on Jewish-Christian relations (last year from June
30th till July 3rd).

Slovak Evangelical Church of Augsburg Confession has been instrumental in starting an an-
nual event called “Unforgotten Neighbours”, commemorating
the Day of the Victims of the Holocaust and Racial Violence
on September 9th. This idea has been adopted by many Lu-
theran and Catholic churches throughout Slovakia with hope  :
to prevent the repeating the horrible treatment of our Jewish
neighbours during the Nazi-allied Slovak state (1939 — 1945).
Another impactful way of learning our lesson from that dark  * |
era was initiated in 2024 by our Lutheran high school in
Presov. The project called “An Empty Chair” commemorates
the Jewish students that were forced to leave state and
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An empty chair - Photo: DuSan Majernik

In addition, several ongoing projects and activities of Slovak Lutheran individuals with nation-
wide positive impact on Jewish-Christian relationships should be mentioned:

Every year since 2011, pastor and scholar Sidénia Horfianova organizes various events at the
site “Zeleny les” — a pious place in Modra — Kralova, dedicated to all the victims of Holocaust,
especially to Griinwald family who lived there and after Aryanization was taken to concentra-
tion camps. For instance, on August 21, there was a concert and an exposition dedicated to
the less-known Roma Holocaust (genocide of Slovak gypsies).

Since 2013, reporter Dagmar Mozolova have been working on stories of brave Slovaks who
saved lives of many Jews during the Second world war. These stories are regularly broad-
casted on Radio Slovakia as “Encyclopedia of the righteous”. They are reports of the people
who have received the Righteous among the nations award, but also of authentic witnesses
from families who helped Jews during the war and have not yet been recognized. Out of 111
stories, 54 won a special award. Since 2012, teacher and scholar Bohdan Hrobori has over-

seen a team of Slovak scholars that produce multi-level commentaries on the books of the
Hebrew Bible.

One of the levels presents rabbinic views and interpretations of analyzed verses and expres-
sions. Alongside with patristic and modern commentaries, Slovak pastors, teachers and gen-
eral public can learn about the contribution of rabbinic scholarship to Christian understanding
of the Old Testament. So far, 12 volumes have been published, getting various national and
church awards. Also, for some years, Hrobor has been working on what aspires to be the most
accurate portable model of the Tabernacle. Its 1:10 variant was introduced at an international
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conference on Tabernacle in Prague last April. When built (hopefully next year), it will serve as
a powerful visual reminder of God’s presence amid his people — Jews and Christians alike.

Sweden by Rabbi Prof. Dr Borenstein

The Christian Council of Sweden

Sveriges kristna rad (The Christian Council of Sweden) will arrange an Ecumenical meeting in
Stockholm in August 2025. The first Ecumenic meeting in Stockholm (in August 1925) was
initiated by the then archbishop of Sweden, Nathan Séderblom, who later was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for his ecumenical work. Not since the First Council of Nicea in 325, were
so many different Christian churches represented as at the one in 1925.

The Church of Sweden

In May 2025, The Assembly of Bishops of the Lutheran Church of Sweden made an official
statement urging Israel “to use the opportunity of the strong [part] to stop the acts of violence
in Gaza and the West Bank”. The bishops do not seem to know that for Hamas peace is not
an option (as repeatedly stated by Hamas’ leaders).

Antisemitism in Sweden

"Brottsforebyggande radet” (Bra) (The Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention) has,
on behalf of the Swedish government, studied antisemitic hate crimes and feelings of insecurity
and fear in Jewish congregations, associations and schools. The study was published on the
5th of June 2025.
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Jewish congregations, in particular, experience that they are constantly exposed to hate crimes
and anti-Semitism in the form of threats, vandalism and other manifestations. Often this occurs
in connection with Jewish holidays, memorial days, events in the Middle East or important
dates for radical nationalist group.

According to the study, hate and threats are often spread via email, telephone and social me-
dia. People with public roles, such as the chairman, are at greater risk of being targeted, but
all members of congregations or association who can be identified as Jews are at risk of being
targeted. Children and young people are often described as a particularly vulnerable group, at
school, in their free time and online. Increased vulnerability among Jewish students and re-
searchers at universities is also highlighted. The interviewees state that anti-Semitism and
hate crimes have different senders and perpetrators. Threats from jihadist environments and
actions from radical nationalist groups are highlighted, but also anti-Jewish expressions in po-
litical environments from left to right, from people perceived to have a Middle Eastern back-
ground or who are seen as “ethnic Swedes”.

Many perceive a shift in norms in what is permitted to be said about Jews in the media, at
demonstrations and in society at large.

A consistent experience is that anti-Semitism has escalated after the Hamas terrorist attack in
Israel on October 7, 2023, and the war in Gaza, not least in social media. Several describe it
as “a dam has opened”. Vulnerability and fear are said to lead to organizations self-censoring
or complete silencing, which negatively affects their voice and visibility. A prominent theme in
the interviews is mental ill health, anxiety and stress among the organizations’ employees and
members.

The fear of terrorist attacks has also increased. Some members are avoiding events and or-
ganizations have been forced to strengthen their already extensive security work, which re-
quires significant resources and affects openness and accessibility. At the same time, many
interviewees experience a strengthened Jewish community. More Jews are seeking out con-
gregations for security and belonging.

Many interviewees believe that ignorance about anti-Semitism is widespread. Schools and the
police are two actors that are not perceived to act sufficiently against anti-Semitism. Trust in
the police's handling of hate crimes is low, which affects the willingness to report, and the
protection the police offers to Jewish activities is said to vary in different parts of the country.

Jewish Christian Dialogue

The most active dialogue is still the one which is organized by Samarbetsradet judar kristna
(SJK) — “The Council of Jews and Christians” — which is affiliated with the International Council
for Christians and Jews (ICCJ). The chapter of SJK in Géteborg is, since some years, less
active than previously. In Stockholm the SJK is still very active with lectures and seminars for
the public on Jewish and Christian topics.
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Resonances by Rev. Dr Detlef Gorrig

It is not easy to summarize the conference in a few words. The strength of this type of encoun-
ter, which has been practiced for decades, lies in its ability to bring together different perspec-
tives, opinions, attitudes, experiences, and religious beliefs in a trusting and accepting manner.
Of course, there are also common ideas among the participants. They all support the idea that
Jews and Christians should get along with each other; more than that, they can learn from
each other and with each other. There is also the common idea that Europe has a shared
history and responsibility for Christian-Jewish encounters and that it is therefore important to
be aware of this history and current developments in different countries.

The exchange of reports on European countries with regard to Jewish-Christian relations is
therefore an important topic at every conference. In Genoa, there was growing concern about
rising anti-Semitism in many European countries, especially after October 7, 2023. “We must
work again on what unites us” is therefore not only the motto for Christian-Jewish relations in
these times of polarization and seemingly irreconcilable differences of opinion about the war(s)
in the Middle East. It is also the motto for Europe in the face of the rise of anti-European
movements and parties.

It was also very fruitful and interesting to have Ophir Yarden participate in the conference.
Ophir Yarden accepted the LECCJ award on behalf of the Rossing Center in Jerusalem, an
organization that promotes dialogue and education between Palestinians and Israelis, Jews,
Muslims, and Christians. In his lecture and workshop for the LECCJ, he explained how im-
portant it is to listen attentively without preparing your own reactions or responses while the
other person is speaking, but to really hear what they are saying. | learned that you are not
only noticed when you say something, but sometimes even more so when you really listen to
someone. And vice versa: you speak differently when you don't feel heard.

Of course, the current situation in the Middle East was a constant topic during the conference.
And during the meeting, military activities between Israel and Iran threatened to cause further
escalation. So much has already been said about this conflict in the region that it sometimes
seems as if everything has been said and only silence remains. However, as a conference
based on the idea of exchange and dialogue, silence is ultimately not a solution. And amid
differing opinions, experiences, and judgments, words sometimes find their way from one per-
son to another and stick in the memory. For me, this was true of the following quotes | heard
as we discussed “disputes over Israel”:

“October 7 was half a day of state failure for Israel.”

“Zionism was the result of the failed assimilation of Jews in Europe. Only a Jewish state
could solve the problem.”

“Anti-Semitism is in the air.”
“It took months before people believed the Jewish victims and hostages.”
“Some words bring us closer, others separate us: Nagba, apartheid, genocide, crimes

against humanity, war crimes...”
43



Lutheran European Commission on the Church and the Jewish People — Annual Report 2025

“If there is a war you cannot win, why starting it?”
“There is a time for everything. But why is there a time for killing?”

“Even Elijah suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder after killing so many people. Even
murderers can suffer from their actions.”

“The Church is not an expert in military strategy, but it does have expertise in words, spiritual
approaches, and prayers.”

“The context in which things are said is important.”
“How do you deal with simplicity and simple answers?”

“Symmetrysm is a term that is also used in the Polish language to describe the way in which
different positions are balanced from a more or less neutral perspective (if that is possible?).”

“Sometimes you have to remain silent, but now is not the right time ...”
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Appendix

Statement on Antisemitism and Wars in the Middle East

Statement of the Lutheran European Commission on the Church and the Jewish People
(LECCJ) on Antisemitism and the Wars in the Middle East - June 15th, 2025

The Lutheran European Commission on the Church and the Jewish People (LECCJ) is deeply
concerned about the dramatic increase in antisemitism in Europe. Since the Hamas terrorist
attack on Israel on October 7, 2023, hostility toward Jews has increased dramatically in many
European societies and has become part of everyday life. Many Jews are forced to hide their
identity for fear of attack or discrimination. The normalization of antisemitic rhetoric and
violence throughout society is deeply concerning to us. Antisemitism threatens not only Jewish
life but also the essence of democratic society. The LECCJ reemphasizes that antisemitism is
a sin against God and humanity, as the World Council of Churches recognized in 1948. It
contradicts the Christian faith. Therefore, we call on all church leaders and members to
resolutely oppose antisemitism in word and deed and to actively combat it.

The LECCJ encourages all Christian congregations and churches to strengthen their
relationships with Jewish communities. Encounters, dialogue, and joint activities strengthen
connections, helping to create networks of empathy and trust. We call upon our societies to
implement a range of measures in education, legislation, and prevention, as well as the
consistent prosecution of antisemitic crimes. Protecting Jewish institutions, promoting Jewish
life, and remembering the Shoah must remain central components of European and national
policies.

We are deeply saddened by the wars in the Middle East which cause ongoing devastation and
civilian suffering, including that of Lutheran sisters and brothers. We hope that the war between
Israel and Iran will not escalate. We empathize with all those facing violence, loss, and fear.
The pain is great and overwhelming, so much so that there is barely any room for each to
recognize the suffering of the other. As Jews and Christians, we believe that all people are
created in the image of God. This gives us responsibility to act. The current war in Gaza began
with a brutal terrorist attack by Hamas and allied groups on Israel on October 7, 2023. Over
1,100 people were murdered, many women were raped, and more than 250 human beings
were taken hostage. Hamas' refusal to release the hostages plays a key role in ensuring that
the war continues and that a peaceful solution remains elusive.

Through prayer, we present our concerns, despair, and hopes to God.

We pray that the hearts of all warring parties in the Middle East are touched.

We pray for the release of the hostages, the end of devastation, and the suffering of civilians.
We pray for an end to dispossessing and displacing people. We pray for an end to the wars.
We pray for all people devoting themselves to saving lives, wherever they are.

We pray for all people, who despite fear and hostility, recognize the image of God in every
human being and work on healing.
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We pray that our societies will overcome antisemitism, islamophobia and all forms of hatred
so that we can live and work together in solidarity and trust for a safe and peaceful future for
all.

We put our hope on God's Spirit.

Press release

Israeli Jewish, Christian and Muslim Dialogue Centre receives European award

As Israel and Iran fired missiles at each other, an organization dedicated to dialogue between
Israelis and Palestinians received an award from a prestigious European interfaith
organization. The award ceremony took place during the annual meeting of the Lutheran
European Conference in Genoa from June 12-16. The Rossing Centre for Education and
Dialogue, which has been conducting “education, encounter, research and consulting to
promote better relations between Jews, Christians and Muslims in the Holy Land” received the
2025 award from the Lutheran European Commission on the Church and the Jewish People
(LECCJ) at its meeting in Genoa, on Thursday.

The Rossing Centre is a unique interreligious organization dedicated to building an inclusive
society of all religious, ethnic and national groups in Israel. Its programs include the Jerusalem
Centre for Christian Jewish Relations (JCCJR), which organizes conferences, symposia and
educational programs on issues in historical and current Jewish/Christian relations. Among
other programs, the Rossing Centre has developed Healing Hatred, an original research based
model for interreligious dialogue, enabling Jews, Christians and Muslims to participate in
dialogue, moving beyond trauma and victimhood towards constructive engagement and
healing. In recent times, when this model has enabled difficult conversations between Jews
and Christians and Muslims about the situation in Gaza and the West Bank, which threatens
to destroy relationships between colleagues as each side nurtures its own pain and finds
difficulty accepting the pain of the other. The Centre also runs programs for Jewish, Christian
and Muslims schoolchildren modelling and encouraging respect and understanding between
children who usually attend very different and often segregated schools.

Accepting the award, Rossing Centre program director Ophir Yarden spoke of the importance
of being mindful of partners in dialogue and aware of the specific situation of different
minorities. The Rossing Centre has recently released a major report on violence and
discrimination against Christians in Israel. In her laudation, Prof Dr Ursula Rudnick said: “In a
region marked by conflict and division, The Centre offers a living example of what is possible
when courage, empathy and vision come together.” Ophir Yarden from Rossing Centre
responded: “My colleagues and | are grateful for your recognition, expressed in the award you
presented to me. I'm pleased that | was able to share with you our firm belief and hope that it
is possible — and necessary — to talk to one another even (and especially) at the most difficult
of times.” President of the LECCJ, Rev. Dr Andreas Wohle, said: "In times where tensions
grow, interfaith relations are vital."

Genoa, 16th June 2025
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Participation List

Arndt, Rev. Dr. Timotheus, Germany
Baldeweck, Yolande, France
Bockel, Annamaria, Germany
Borenstein, Prof Dr Peter, Sweden
Gorrig, Rev. Dr Detlef, Germany
Grodensky, Rabbi Dr Alexander, Luxembourgh
Hrobon, Dr Bohdan, Slovakia
Jakab, Rev. Stefan, Romania
Lappin-Eppel, PD Dr Eleonore, Austria

. Molnar, Rev. Dr Lilla, Hungary

. Radvanszki, Rabbi Péter, Hungary

. Rudnick, Rev. Prof Dr Ursula, Germany

. Schunk, Rev. Rivka, Germany

. Sperber, Rev. Dr habil. Jutta, Italy

. Sztwiertnia, Rev. Piotr, Poland

. Tollner, Rev. Dr Axel, Germany

. Werneck, Rev. Roland, Austria

. Will-Muller, Evelyne, France

. Wohle, Rev. Dr Andreas, Netherlands

. Yarden, Ophir, Israel

47



Lutheran European Commission on the Church and the Jewish People — Annual Report 2025

Newly Elected Board

Evelyne Will Muller, Ursula Rudnick, Timotheus Arndt, Lilla Molnar, Andreas Wohle, Detlef Gorrig

During the business portion of LECCJ 2025, the election of a new Board took place on Saturday,
June 14. According to the rules of procedure, the LECCJ Board must be elected every three years,
starting in January 2023. The board consists of a president, a vice president, two board members,
the executive director, and, if necessary, additional members appointed by the board. All 13 del-
egates from the European churches who were present were eligible to vote. The candidates nom-
inated for election were:

Rev. Dr. Andreas Wohle, Netherlands (as president)

Rev. Prof. Dr. Ursula Rudnick, Germany (as vice president)
Evelyne Will Muller, France (as board member)

Rev. Dr. Lilla Molnar, Hungary (as board member)

There was no individual election, and the election was not conducted by secret ballot. All candi-
dates were elected unanimously. They accepted the election.
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Dr. Alexander Grodensky and Dr. Timotheus Arndt are appointed members of the board. Dr Detlef
Gorrig is a member of the board as executive director without election. The newly elected board
was officially installed during the worship service on June 15 in Genoa.

LECCJ 2026 in Strasbourg — 50th anniversary

The next Conference in 2026 takes place from May 28 to June 2 in Strasbourg. We celebrate the
50th anniversary of the European Christian-Jewish Network.

Pictures: LECCJ (Bohdan Hrobon, Lilla Molnar, Ursula Rudnick, Jutta Sperber, Ophir Yarden,)
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